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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


Lrprary Association CONFERENCE affairs occupy our foreground this month of course. 
The Llandudno meeting will, we understand, be the last to be held in the spring. Various 
considerations, weighty enough, have made the early meeting undesirable. Municipal and 
county library authority members are occupied with elections and university and college 
librarians are pressed with imminent examinations. September, therefore, will hereafter be 
conference month, which, for those who so regard conferences, makes them a welcome 
extension of summer holidays. It also intrudes them into the holiday season and increases 
their cost and the difficulty of accommodating so large an assembly in halls and hotels. 
* * * 

It may be that the considerations last mentioned will lead to new efforts to hold this 
annual event in large commercial and industrial towns where there are usually large library 
interests and not merely, or mainly, the amenities of a popular resort. It is long since we met 
at Leeds, Sheffield or Bristol, and twenty odd years since the Manchester, fifteen since the 
Liverpool meeting, and over thirty since we were at Cardiff. In another kind: we had quite 
a successful meeting at Cambridge, twenty years since, and there was some restrained rumour 
of an Oxford one a few years before the second World War. When did we last make ourselves 
known in the West of England, especially the South-West—are Exeter, Plymouth, Weston- 
super-Mare ever to see us again ? Many factors determine such a choice but if it is our belief 
still that a conference does valuable work for libraries in the place where it is held, there is 
something to be said for an occasional breakaway from seaside promenades or even inland 
spas. We are, of course, not so ungrateful as to forget Edinburgh. 

* * * * * 

As we go to press details of the Llandudno programme have not reached us. The 
Presidential address will no doubt be on “Books,” as any reader of Who's Who would infer 
from Dr. S. C. Roberts’ indication there of his main, and, almost incredibly, sole hobby. 
The quiet humour he displays in speech and in conversation ; his personal knowledge as 
chairman of the Cambridge University Library and of Cambridge Public Library ; his practical 
experience as publisher, and as University principal, in combination will undoubtedly produce 
something of special note. The second highlight is to be an address by the new Provost of 
University College, London, Dr. B. Ifor Evans, on the spacious subject of “Civilization and 
Libraries.” Librarians need no further assurance than that name. Otherwise, one might 
suppose that the programme builders’ imagination had failed somewhat. The school library, 
the public library and the school leaver, and archives and public libraries are all the general 
subjeéts that seem to be offered for discussion. Much can come out of them, it is agreed ; 
but in this fermenting world, in which the whole balance of power has changed ; in which 
all the old assurances are challenged, and ethics, philosophy, science are manipulated ; when 
the most permanent literary monuments are “debunked” ; when cold war is with us and hot 
war may be only too near, are school libraries and archives all we can think worthy of the 
attention of over a thousand delegates ? 

* * * *x 

We must not be misunderstood. The announcements in our hands are perhaps mere 
indications of what may, and should, emerge at the se¢tion meetings to which Tuesday after- 
noon and Wednesday morning are to be devoted. The most innocent agenda sometimes 
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produces unexpected surprises. We hesitate to refer to the Annual General Meeting which 
will almost as a matter of custom be one of our periodical, indeed almost yearly, attempts 
to remake the Council. It may be that the present method of choosing council members can 
be improved ; there are few human institutions that cannot, but it is the result of experience 
and of many earlier failures and it does ensure that every possible library interest has its voice 
heard. There will be the usual civic reception and the annual dinner ; at these evening dress 
is prescribed, a fact which excludes some librarians who cannot afford thirty or forty guineas 
for the outfit (it can, however, be hired !). There will also be the annual exhibition of books, 
plans and appliances. * * * * * . 

We are not yet convinced that the era of relatively reasonable financial provision for 
public, and it may be other, libraries has reached a halt. There are indications that some 
difficulties are ahead. The almost universal increases in rates this year, which run from a few 
pence to as much as 5s. Od., are bound to have reactions on library funds and indeed we know 
of libraries where the cuts run to some thousands of pounds. Traditional experience tells us 
that whenever there is stringency it is frequently applied to the library service and to that first. 
It is often applied without warning and with no indication of where retrenchment can be 
effected. Men who in any case have only a lukewarm interest in books would indeed be unable 
to specify and, frankly, librarians would gain little if they were. In some cases we know there 
must be a cut in book funds, a restriction of hours of opening and, it may be, a reduction of 
Staff. We hope the last will be very infrequent as there is no more unsettling thing for any 
municipal profession than the sentence of redundancy, which often falls on those least able to 
bear it. It may be a tragedy for some who have spent long days in preparing for a particular 
public service to be driven from it. Library training is special ; it has its market value mainly, 
if not only, in libraries. There have been many resignations from library Staffs of assistants 
drawn by the better pay to be had in business; these may continue and ease the situation 
and such losses are not important as a real librarian could not be so drawn. It is only fair, 
however, that when appointing assistants those who do it should make clear that there is no 
assurance of security of tenure in, for example, municipal service today. 

The Annual Dinner of the Strathclyde Librarians’ Club was held at the North British 
Station Hotel, Glasgow, on the evening of 11th February under the presidency of Mr. J. B. 
Purdie. There was a good attendance, and the occasion was notable, as the Club was 
celebrating its semi-jubilee. The guest of honour was Mr. Rosslyn Mitchell, who addressed 
the members on the value of libraries and of the influence of good books. The Club was 
toasted by Mr. James Wilkie who told of his associations with librarians, and of the splendid 
fellowship he had always found when attending meetings of the Club, whose success he was 
sure would be as great in the future as it had been in the past. He was surprised to think that 
librarians in other populous distriéts had not tried to emulate the Strathclyde achievement. 
This toast of the Club was associated with Mr. R. D. Macleod, the founder of the Club in 1927. 
Mr. Macleod reviewed the history of the Club, telling of its early development, and how it had 
sprung almost naturally from social meetings of librarians. In the early years there was a 
happy absence of formality in the conduct of the meetings, and it was at times quite difficult 
to get members to serve in the chair or as secretaries. The members were happiest when 
sitting at a round table during ordinary sessions, and even at dinners the absence of the spirit 
of top-tableism was notable. Times had changed and arrangements were more formal. Tribute 
was paid by Mr. Macleod to founder-members who had passed on, and also to some distin- 
guished guests of the Club at its annual dinners, the latter list including the late Col. Mitchell, 
]. J. Bell, George Blake, Prof. Peter Alexander, Sir Hector Hetherington, Sir Patrick Dollan, 
Mr. Welsford, and librarians from beyond the distriét, such as Dr. E. A. Savage, and Messrs. 
Cashmore, McColvin, Lamb, Hutchings, and Nowell. The speaker read extracts from reports 
of four particularly interesting Club occasions, and these were much enjoyed. Our Guests 
was proposed by Mr. A. Ogilvie, who spoke of the Club’s record of hospitality ; this toast 
was associated with the name of the Rev. Dr. Fraser who gave an entertaining and distinguished 
reply. The health of Mr. Purdie was proposed by Mr. W. B. Paton, who shed light on the 
Chairman’s early days; Mr. Purdie in his reply wittily Stood up to the leg-pulling. And so 
ended the notable semi-jubilee celebration of the Club. 
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Idol in the Wood 


By W. A. Munrorp 


Arrer some mild criticism of the L.A.’s attitude, over the years, to Edward Edwards, Dr. 
Savage asks: “‘What place does he hold in our thoughts ”? Well, I am very much aware 
that, if some of my friends are to be believed, he holds far too large a place in mine. Never 
mind, since they have had to tolerate so much already, they can surely take a little more ! 
Dr. Savage also tells us that “our history must be as truthful as research can make it.” It is just 
because I am in such agreement with him on this score that I venture to comment on a seleéted 
few of his assertions. 

First things first. What lies behind the foundation of the L.A. and the neglect of Edwards ? 
The best single source for our researches is the file of The Athenaeum for 1877. Nicholson’s 
famous letter proposing the Conference of Librarians under the Presidency of J. Winter Jones 
appeared in The Times of 16th February, 1877. The Athenaeum published, in its issue of 24th 
February, a letter from James Yates, of Leeds. He, naturally, told his readers quite a lot about 
his visit to Philadelphia in the previous year, but the prime obje¢t of his letter was to say : 

“If we are to have a Conference . . . and if it is necessary that a President should 
be nominated beforehand, there is one man whose claims for such an office are far above 
those possessed by any other in this country. I refer, of course, to Mr. Edwards, the author 
of ‘Memoirs of Libraries’... 

Nicholson replied, I think convincingly, on 3rd March : 

“It seemed, therefore, important, that the Conference should, if possible, be held 
under a presidency which would attraét all who, having had least occasion to know the 
want of such a meeting, most need attend to it. For this reason as much as any I asked 
the chief of our national library—far the largest in this kingdom, and one of the largest 
in the world—whether he would be willing to accept that position . . . the head of the 
British Museum for the time being is the man-whose presidency will do most to attraét 
to a first gathering those who, as I said, most need attraction and, let me add, to draw 
public attention to the Conference . . . There are, probably, hundreds at least of small 
librarians who—more’s the pity—know nothing of Mr. Edwards and ‘Memoirs of 
Libraries’ and to whom his name would be no charm. The rest of us would have his 
labours so frequently on our lips that the addition of the title of President could do him 
no greater honour . . . no one would be more ready to join in some special recognition of 
our indebtedness to him—such as the Presidency of any permanent organization which 
might result from the Conference...” 

On 31st March The Athenaeum reported : 

“Mr. Yates wishes to explain that, when in a letter . . . he spoke of Mr. Edwards’s 
claim to the Presidency of the Conference, he did not wish to insist upon his nomination, 
but only to show that opinions may differ widely about the proper persons to fill the 
principal posts . . .” 

The organizing committee got to work and, on 2nd June, The Athenaeum reported that 
“it is intended to nominate Mr. Winter Jones for the Presidency.” His acceptance was notified 
three weeks later. On 18th August the nomination of a Council and of three Vice-Presidents 
was announced, with the following comment : 

“Some surprise may have been felt that these nominations do not include the learned 
and zealous bibliographer of libraries, Mr. E. Edwards . . . the Committee’s communica- 
tions have not found Mr. Edwards, who is travelling . . .” 

The first letter from Nicholson to Edwards which is preserved at Manchester is dated 11th 
September, 1877, and begins as follows : 

“] thank you for your letter and greatly regret that you are unable to be present 
at the Conference. Had you been able to attend, the Organizing Committee were most 
earnestly desirous that you should accept their nomination to one of the Vice-Presidencies 
of the Conference . . .” 

Dr. Savage surmises that, in 1877, Edward Edwards “was too desperately hard-up for 
any social contaéts.” Unfortunately, the manuscript diary for that year is not among those 
preserved at the B.M. or we should certainly have had one of those charatteristic detailed 
financial statements which enable us to cost even poor Edwards’s honeymoon. His wife had 
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died at the end of the previous year and there was a monument (and thereby hangs a tale 
which is not in Greenwood) and, earlier, he had had a perhaps costly holiday in the Lakes. 
I suspect that he could leave the Bodleian where, to judge by a report in The American Library 
Journal of 31st July, 1877, he had begun that disastrous work of his on the Carte papers. It 
was piece work, too. 

I cannot see how our Founding Fathers could have done other than they did. In 1877, 
as today, Edwards’s books on librarianship graced every library which possessed them. 
Edwards, the man, in 1877 was deaf, peppery, half-forgotten and impossible. As President, 
what possible contribution to the success of any Conference could he have made ? It was also 
obvious that the President of the Conference was likely to become the first President of the 
Library Association of the United Kingdom. 

I am fully aware of Edwards’s “harmless conceit to be a gentleman,” but I think that his, 
perhaps eccentric, costume for his solitary dinner owed much more to Oxford than to 
“Kensington High.” He had grown to love Oxford and, because I have now lived for seven 
full years in Cambridge, I think I know just why he wanted to hold on to every scrap of that 
memory to the very last. 

And now, and this is something about which I could go on for hours and hours, Dr. 
Savage writes: “His odd dull marriage produced no children.” Since Margaretta Frances 
Hayward was in her 42nd year when Edwards married her (he was then 31) the subsequent 
absence of children need not arouse our curiosity unduly. How far was it an odd or dull 
marriage 

It was, perhaps, a little odd. Early in 1844 there was trouble in M.F.’s brother’s family 
(she was then living as one of the household) and it was necessary for her to leave. Edwards’ 
diary entry for 19th May is relevant : 

“Homewards with M.F. Long and agitated conversation—ending very infelicitously. 
Walked again in the Park, alone. Finished “‘Coningsby’.” 

He was wisely keeping up with the new books ! 

Despite his own family responsibilities (his father’s bankruptcy in 1832 had all but broken 
the elder Edwards up and the support of his mother and sisters was an ever-present problem 
to the son) Edwards resolved on marriage. His diary entry for 23rd May displays the kind of 
resolution which shines across a century : 

“Proposed marriage—To celebrate this under such painful circumstances and in so 
much poverty destroys many long cherished daydreams but now more than ever; she 
needs a protector and to this consideration all minor ones must yield. 1 pray God that I 
may be much to her and that we both may have strength to fight out this life together, 
lovingly, forbearingly and cheerfully under whatever fortunes. May God for ever bless 
her.” 

How far was it a dull marriage ? Edwards had spent a very high proportion of his leisure 
time for years reading hard and, after his marriage, he went on, evening after evening and 
during weekends and holidays. He read much with M.F. in the early years of their life together, 
in French as well as English. She seems to have had a normal feminine wish, poor wretch, 
for an occasional “change,” a little “life,” a visit or “somebody in.” Edwards regarded these 
activities, by and large, as a complete waste of time. A spell on the bibliographies for the 
British Librarian was his idea of a change! She soured, of course she soured. Keeping on at 
least speaking terms with one’s in-laws, too, is a basic human problem and there are few 
signs that Edwards ever gave the matter his sympathetic attention. He was, however, deeply 
attached to his own family and upset, rather than philosophical, on the apparently quite rare 
occasions when M.F. had “words” with his mother. I could say much more and one day I 
shall. Let me be content, on this occasion, with the comment that “dull” is not perhaps the 
happiest of adjectives for the marriage of, to use an old-fashioned distinction, this introvert of 
eccentric near-genius and this extravert with more normal human qualities. 

Dr. Savage’s attitude to the L.A. Council, past and present, has something of the 
philosophy of Divine Wrong in it—‘“The Council can do no right.” I suspect that we are too fond 
of him to mind. But I, at least, look forward to an Edwards plaque in the City of London and 
I can see no reason why we should not have the Library for which Dr. Savage craves as soon 
as the L.A. is in a position to occupy the whole of Chaucer House. 
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A Glimpse into the Library in Ribe, Denmark’s 
Oldest Town 


By GrorGE Gray, M.A. 


\r the darkening we entered Ribe. At once we sensed the air of quiet and tranquillity— 
that here was a corner of Denmark, like the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright in Scotland, remote 
from the maelstrom of modern life, untouched and unchanged by the twentieth century. 
As we walked through the warm June dusk to the “‘Missionshotellet” where we were to 
spend the night, we met the watchman just setting off on his round ; all night long he keeps 
guard, calling out every passing hour. The next morning we awakened to the sound of 
the wind rustling through the trees, a wind which has its home in this corner of S.W. Jutland 
and rarely allows the inhabitants to forget it. A few steps down the narrow cobbled street 
brought us to the cathedral which was built about 1150. From the top of its spire we gazed 
on the heath stretching into the endless distance—lonely and remote even under the bright 
June sun, dark and sinister on a dull winter day. So high were we now that we could look 
down on the storks nesting in the chimneys which earn Ribe its designation ““Town of the 


stork.”’ 


A short distance from the cathedral lies the Public Library conveniently situated in the 
centre of the town. It is not open to the public in the morning, but is open in the evening 
at an hour considerably later than a library in a town of comparable size in Britain would be. 
The Librarian and her assistant were, however, on the premises and invited us to come in. 
For the size of Ribe—it has a population of between 7,000-8,000—-the Library is well stocked 

-that we could see at a glance. Ribe is the centre of an extensive agricultural community 
and books on agriculture, particularly dairy-farming, and all allied subjeéts, are naturally of 
the first importance in this Library. In the Folk Schools, which continue the education of 
young Danes in whatever occupation they may have chosen, the theory of the subject being 
taught receives considerable attention, so that in this farming distri€t of Ribe the latest books 
on this topic are always in demand. And it is, of course, well-known that many of the latest 
works on agriculture appear in the Danish language, Denmark giving a lead to the world 
in this field. The other main industry carried on in this area is the manufacture of textiles 
which provides work for quite a considerable number; so again we find that a colleétion 
of reference books has been assembled on the subjeé& and that a number of trade periodicals 
is subscribed to. 


That there is a demand too for the Danish classics may also be attributed to the fact 
that for young Danes education does not end with formal school attendance, but is effectively 
carried on by part-time attendance, as was proved to us by the range of knowledge of those 
younger Danes whom we met. In Ribe, as probably everywhere throughout Denmark, the 
work of Ludvig Holberg is widely read. Of him it has been said that he found Denmark 
provided with no books and he provided a library for her. The Danes also love to tell this 
Story to illustrate the place of the Danish language before Holberg started writing: The 
Danish language was never heard in a gentleman’s house ; a man wrote Latin to his friends, 
talked French to the ladies, called his dogs in German, and only used Danish to swear at 
his servants. But the single genius of Holberg revolutionized this system. Holberg was 
the direétor of the first Danish theatre in Grénnegade, Copenhagen, and he composed a 
rich colleétion of comedies for it. So it is interesting to note that the influence of this author 
is still at work over his countrymen after the passage of over 200 years. Séren Aaby 
Kierkegaard is also studied to some extent in this distri€ét—as in some parts of the Scottish 
highlands a taste for philosophy lingers on. The Arctic explorer and ethnologist, Rasmussen, 
though now but a memory for the younger generation in Denmark, has never lost his appeal 
for adventurous youth and he brings in a vision of the wider world of wandering to this 
quiet corner. Most of his important works, such as “Myths and legends from Greenland,” 
“In the home of the Polar Eskimos,” and “The eagle’s gift,” have appeared in English and 
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are known universally. But, of course, modern Danish authors—Severin Nordentoft, 
Valdemar Rordam, Jorgen Nielsen, to mention a few—are known only within the confines 
of their homeland, and it is naturally works by them that the ordinary Danish people choose 
to read. 


It was interesting to note that detective fiction is not in anything like the same demand 
in the Public Library in Ribe as it certainly is in the Public Library in a similar town in our 
country. The explanation for this may lie partly in the fact that Denmark has not yet produced 
a native writer in this field whose work equals that of Freeman Wills Crofts or that of Henry 
Wade. Also a very wide choice in this field—an ever wider one as the years pass—is offered 
the reader in the English-speaking world. Some of these novels are translated into Danish 
immediately, but the majority are probably not. Another point, too, is that some of these 
novels depend to some extent on their readers having some acquaintance with their back- 
ground—tor instance, some of Mr. Croft’s best works are set in Northern Ireland, but | 
know of none which have a specifically Danish milieu. 

Next we enquired whether there existed in this part of Denmark the same interest in 
and demand for books on Russia which arose in Britain during the recent war when a vast 
number of books praising Russian institutions and the Russian way of life appeared. A 
revival of the works of Russian writers followed—Dostoievski’s “‘Crime and punishment” 
and Tolstoy’s “‘War and peace” were among the most widely read during the earlier forties ; 
then came the post-war disillusionment during which so many books have been published 
revealing what goes on in the slave-labour camps of the Soviet Union—in Karaganda, in 
Magadan, in Dalstroi, and many another penal settlement far removed from the civilised 
world. There can scarcely be many in post-war Britain who have not at least looked through 
Kravchenko’s celebrated “‘I chose freedom,” or, with fascinated horror, like the Ancient 
Mariner, cannot choose but hear what Vladimir Petroff or Elinor Lippner have to tell us 
on their miraculous return to the world as we know it. Others again, among them Princess 
Ileana of Roumania, in a work well named, “I live again,” Robert Vogeler, Ferenc Nagy 
draw aside the Iron Curtain at least partially for us. There is not, however, the same number 
of these books in this Library in Ribe—all these mentioned are in the Public Library of a 
town in Scotland with a population just about the same as Ribe. The reason may be that 
it is not considered worthwhile publishing them all in the Danish language to reach in any 
case a relatively small public. The daily press, on the other hand is, we were informed, 
rather given to reporting sensational stories of events in Eastern Europe. Possibly, too, 
the Danes, who maintain a high standard of living for all their people and have not experienced 
the misery and starvation prevalent in neighbouring Germany following two disastrous bids 
for world domination, do not feel the same need to counter Russian propaganda by publishing 
so many of the accounts which make known to the world the dark and sinister side of life 
in Russia. Nor did these “‘confession” books seem to be known here to the same extent, 
ie., books written by former members of the Communist “faith” who have now repudiated 
their allegiance and make public proclamation thereof. One after another these books have 
come from various publishing houses in the last year or two: ““The god that failed,” Hyde’s 
“I believed,” Charlotte Haldane’s “Truth will out,” Darke’s communist technique 
in Britain.” Apparently similar “‘confessions” by Danish subjeéts have not yet been made. 


Books in the English language are borrowed quite freely from this library as many 
have Studied English at school and some may have lived the greater part of their working 
lives in the United States—hence the demand for works on the New World. The Librarian 
of this library had herself studied in the United States, as she expressed it to us, ““Long ago 
in my youth,” but she paid Britain a graceful compliment by saying that more were now 
going to Britain to study Librarianship than to the States. So ended our morning visit to 
this Library to which, of course, many go, as they go to Public Libraries everywhere in the 
world, for the sole purpose of finding something which will carry them for a time far away 
from the drab dullness of their every-day existence or which will while away the long winter 
evenings when outdoor work is virtually at a standstill. Thus does the Library in Ribe 
fulfil its function in a community which is far from the countless attraétions city life has 
to offer. 
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First Conference Hopes 


Do all my brother librarians feel as privileged as I feel now that I am to go to my first Library 
Association Conference ? The privilege comes to me because I rose recently to the otherwise 
isolated position of chief. 1 have now a right to go if my authority agrees. There was some 
doubt about it this year: the times were too stringent for outings, which was the way one 
Committeeman put it, but, not willing to disappoint me in my first year, the others were 
generous. So | am away to Llandudno. 

The name brings a child memory : in two ways. I was the merest child when my mother 
took me to visit a Llandudno dentist. I got an ice after the abominable extraction, which ice 
was taken on a crowded pier where it seems to me the people sat in rows on a hot August 
day ; I was very sick afterwards ; the very movement of waves produces this result. The 
town was flat, featureless and for me entirely lacking in beauty. In the afternoon I was taken 
to a ceremony somewhere near or on the front, where a short, pink-faced long-white-haired old 
man unveiled a statue to Alice Liddell, who was the original of the Wonderland child about 
which mother had lately read to me and whose pictures I knew. I remember he leaned forward, 
after pulling the string that unveiled the monument, and read the inscription ; I can’t remember 
what it was or what else Lloyd George then said, but it is a memory I cherish over so many 
years in which I have grown up and come by the stages of book-labelling, class-attending and 
the examination purgatory to be a librarian. 

Knowing my privilege I have studied map and book with as much preliminary care as 
| suppose every man and woman who goes to conferences gives to the places were they are 
to be held. Llandudno now seems to me to have much to attraét. Its site is impressive, between 
the greater and lesser Orme in that sweeping bay which lies south of Liverpool and the Dee. 
Unromantic itself it may be, but it is on the very edge of romance. This faét may have been 
the reason which induced the L.A. to choose the place. There is a public library there I know, 
but I confess I know nothing of it ; and I almost dare to say that few of us are better informed 
about Welsh libraries than I am about that of Llandudno. I hope to be pleasantly surprised by 
the generosity with which it is run and the range of its services. In any case, every library 
has some lessons for a beginner in management like me. My father told me that in that long 
ago of 1926 he went into the library of a neighbouring town to consult Crockford and was 
successful in finding the edition of 1912. Things are probably much better now and the 
incident has no bearing on Llandudno. I have just one other memory ; there was a four-mile 
winding and ascending walk to their midget shrine of St. Tudno, windily set on the summit of 
the Great Orme. We started this pilgrimage but never got there. When one is seven walking 
is at the best an infliction when it is uphill and has no other recommendation than mere scenery 
beauty. It rained that day. So there is one failure I shall try now somewhat maturely to redeem. 
One should remember a faé that I got from Thomas Pennant’s third volume : Llandudno is 
really the name of the great promontory, not of the town which has now appropriated it. 

I ask myself, what do I expeé& from this my first Conference ? The excitement of a new 
experience ? Perhaps, but will that differ much from the thrill of the day when I went to 
Chancellor’s Hall at Edgbaston and met my fellow students and the lecturers at the Birming- 
ham Summer School in 1948 ? It may ; I shall see, and perbaps hear, some librarians who have 
been names to me since I became aware of the belief amcagst librarians that they were in the 
professional class and needed to be certificated and thaz certain books on their work were 
prescribed for their reading. I have met a few of these at Birmingham and elsewhere who 
were pointed out to me as heads of the profession. Being now a chief, I dare now to feel a 
certain community, even equality, with them. They seem for the most part, approachable 
enough. 

What I really hope for is to receive some programme for my work of the immediate 
future. The reaétions of readers today, who seem to change almost under my eyes already. 
I think it a confusing world for the librarian who should, so I was told by a leading one with 
great empressment, “keep his finger on the pulse of the community,” which is rather a physical 
feat, is it not? There is not much clue to this in the four-page folder I received with the 
January L.A. Record. The full programme may show something more concrete. It may not, 
in which case I hope the unadvertised section and other library-se& meetings may do so, 
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There will be librarians there who were my personal friends when they were in their assistant 
Stage. I shall try to meet and talk with them, for, surely, the one thing an annual assembly 
of a profession should achieve is the setting of a plan, the resolving of an atmosphere, in which 
the immediate state of the world as it affects libraries should be shown. Am I wrong in 
thinking so ? What about our financial situation ? I write anonymously because I don’t want 
to seem too jejeune; moreover, | am the servant of a Labour authority which is not un- 
generous to public libraries, but even it has slashed my first annual estimate in a manner that 
has shaken my confidence. “After all you are a luxury service,” one of them said to me. Am 
I alone in this experience ? Elsewhere the rates have soared even by three or five shillings in 
the {. Is this not a significant matter for librarians, or public librarians, to face at their Con- 
ference ? I need assurance. I do hope Llandudno will provide it. 1 had hoped my Chairman l 
would have come with me but he has home worries as Fe faces the ratepayers himself in May 
and he found the leaflet unattractive and quite without practical point. ““We’ve done all that 
already,” was all I could get out of him. When I told him that the Annual Business Meeting 


was to discuss getting all the Council members elected by a direét vote of all the association N 
he merely said, “I thought this was a professional association ?” He is cryptic at times. b 

I have been to many Branch meetings. I have been to A.A.L. meetings but, not being P 
a speaker, have not participated in the debates, when there were any, as a general practice. - 
But this seems a much bigger adventure; and I am going alone. What sort of reception can E 


[ expect ? I have heard that the crowd is too great for any form of loneliness, but I am never 
so lonely as in a crowd. On the rare visits I make to London the excitement is great, but the 
utter detachment of the individual astonishes me now as much as it did when I was a boy. 

It is a mixed emotion wjth which I go to Llandudno—hoping much, fearing much. | H 
have certainly enjoyed some preparation and know that the lost lands of romance lie on the V 
south-west of Llandudno ; that if I care to play truant, I can bus or train to Conway and walk 
over the Sychnant Pass to the Fairy Glen at Dwygyfylchi and under Penmanmawr mountain W 
to Llanfair and so on to the Menai Bridge, which, crossing, I shall find the first Station is th 
another Llanfair, an abbreviation of the longest village name in the world ; a tongue-twister 


which our Welsh maid perpetually excited us with twenty years ago. And, all the way, with ov 
the Misfortunes of Elfin, memories of Alwyn, of Owen Glendower, of George Borrow as to 
company and, with the poet, hear 

them blast of 

The steep slate quarry, and the great echo flap 
And buffet round the bills, from bluff to bluff. Us 
In that manner at least I shall love my new experience. E.G.F. ac 
the open-access systems prevailing, there lis 
Topicalities appears to be little one can do to prevent such Ju 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A., F.R.S.A. losses occurring. shi 
Ir we believe the evidence of the press, the The use of wicket-gates, mirrors, radial | 
Standard of public morality, in relationship to Stacking, cloak-rooms, floor walkers and so on 19. 
caring for public property, is very low indeed. have not solved the problem, nor do they Th 
The evidence of the press is not even necessary appear likely to do so. It is so very easy to slip pre 


when the public regard for the well-being and 
care of public library books is investigated. 
We have always had a small number of readers 
seemingly incapable of keeping a book clean 


a book inside one’s coat and thereby surrep- 
titiously remove the book from the library. 
Staff on duty have to be absolutely sure that 
the reader has got a book on his person and 


or protecting it by the use of a little common- that it has not been declared before they can Br 
sense. Such examples of the lack of social accuse the reader of removing public property I 
conscience merely irritate, but what is in- without due authority. And, it is better that | 
finitely more disturbing is the ever-rising the accusation be levelled after the reader has 2 
number of library books deliberately stolen left the library building. Unfortunately, even é 
from public libraries. The majority of public then the reader could excuse himself on the : 
librarians who have checked their stock-taking ground that he had not intended deliberately 

returns recently have been appalled at the to remove a book without declaring it—he had wits 
number of volumes unaccounted for and, with merely forgotten to do so, syste 
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Whilst a return to the closed-access system 
would be both unpopular and a retrograde 
Step, yet public library books are being re- 
moved surreptitiously at such a rate that the 
problem requires airing and practical remedies 
effected. If an unlimited number of tickets was 
available for each reader would this be an 
answer ? 


What do YOU think ? 
THIS MONTH'S CHOICE 


A newcomer to the list of authorities i issuing 
library publications for the use of children. 
NOTTINGHAM’S Children Reading. A 
brochure, of exceptionally high standard in 
print, paper and content, featuring old favour- 
ites—the books that never grow old. 


HONOURABLE ME N TION 


DURHAM COUNTY’S Gillingham and 
Haverton Hill) Library News, March, 1953. 
Helpfully illustrated by blocks loaned by 
various publishers. 

DERBYSHIRE’S New Books, March, 1953. 
With an interesting and valuable preamble to 
the arts for everyman. 

HOVE’S Book Lift, March, 1953. The fold- 
over containing so much in so little space even 
to the inclusion of fiétion annotation. 

ISLINGTON’S Bulletin, March, 1953. One 
of the pioneers and still going strong. 

READING’S New Books, March, 1953. 
Useful as a checklist against recent French 
acquisitions to your library stock. 

SWANSEA’S General Literature. A brochure 
listing a selection of books added to stock from 
June to December, 1952. The handy size 
should be a distin& advantage in readers’ use. 

WILLESDEN’S Books for Gardeners, Spring, 
1953. A topical and well produced brochure. 
The subje& divisions are both apt and com- 
prehensive. Good publicity indeed. 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


BrapForD.—City Librarian, Harold Bilton, 
F.L.A. Population, 292,394. Rate, 7.886d. 
Income from Rate, £66,645. Total Stock, 
362,317. Additions, 56,094. Withdrawals, 
63,197. Total Issues, 2,465,789. Borrowers, 
50,449. Branches, 19. Deposit Libraries, 17. 

Change and development in many direétions are 
witnessed in the year’s work here under review. The 
system has been expanded by the opening of a new 


branch library and an additional deposit library. 
Readers’ tickets have been made inepenalidie through- 
out the library system in the City. The hours of opening 
of the Reference Library have been extended, and the 
closing of the Lending Libraries for half-day each week 
has been resorted to in order to meet Staffing difficulties. 
Book circulation returned a total increase of 249,110 
over the previous year. The new Wibsey Library is a 
one-roomed branch, converted from a Methodist Chapel, 
with a Stock of 10,000 volumes. The Report contains 
photographs of the new Library. 


DarweEn.— Borough Librarian, Arnold Holden, 
F.L.A. Population, 30,827. Total Stock, 
40,117. Additions, 4,554. Withdrawals, 
2,361. ‘Total Issues, 286,973. Borrowers, 
8,707. Branches, 4. 

There was a Startling increase in the use made of 
the Library and its resources in the year being reviewed. 
The improved layout of the Lending Library and the 
Strengthening of the bookstock, made possible by the 
increased bookfund were chiefly responsible for the rise 
in issues for home reading. Total circulation showed an 
increase of 36,651 over the year previous. Issues from 
the Junior Library increased to a record total. For 
the first time in many years there was an increase in the 
number of readers registered. 


Herwoop.— Borough Librarian, Geoffrey C. 
Otter, A.L.A. Population, 25,193. Rate, 
8.14d. Income from Rate, £4,977. Total 
Stock, 31,146. Additions, 4,944. With- 
drawals, 1,723. Total Issues, 169,831. 
Tickets, 6,558. Delivery Stations, 3. 


In introducing his first annual report as Borough 
Librarian, Mr. Otter expresses satisfa€tion with the work 
accomplished during the year. He has sponsored many 
alterations in the layout of the Library, and methods of 
routine and administration, and has many plans for the 
future which will make a tremendous improvement in 
the service. The result of the alterations made during 
the year, and the increased amount of money made 
available for book purchase, are reflected in the total 
issues which amounted to 10,361 more than in the year 
before. Bookstocks at the branch libraries are now 
changed more frequently. A system of classification of 
popular fi€tion has been introduced. 


IsLINGTON.— Borough Librarian, L. M. Harrod, 
F.L.A. Population, 235,800. Rate, 9.18d. 
Income from Rate, £63,588. Total Stock, 
241,405. Additions, 25,299. Withdrawals, 
14,452. Total Issues, 1,834,801. Tickets, 
121,580. Branches, 4. 


One of the most encouraging results of the year’s 
work has been the continuance of the increase in the 
proportion of non-fiction books issued to adults, over 
6 per cent more were borrowed than in the previous 
year. Aggregate circulation reached its highest ever 
figure, and 56,265 more, when compared with the 
previous year’s figures. Issues in the Junior Libraries 
showed an increase of 11,539. Owing to the reconstru&- 
ion of the Reference Library, following war damage, a 
reference service is still being provided from the large 
Lecture Hall. Although commenced in Oétober, 1950, 
war damage repairs to the Central Library have not yet 
been completed, while the North Library is still waiting 
for the proposed transposing of departments. Progress 
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has been made with the erection of the library for boys 

and girls at Kings Cross, and it was hoped to be able to 

open it in the autumn. 

SHEFFIELD.—-City Librarian, P. Lamb. 
Population, 512,834. Rate, 8.54d. Income 
from Rate, £116,167. Total Stock, 521,948. 
Additions, 90,183. ‘Total Issues, 3,826,492. 
Tickets, 252,647. Branches, 13. Library 
Centres, 18. 

The year being reviewed reverted to a more normal 
pattern after several years marked by some outstanding 
event, usually the erection of another library, or service. 
There has been little change in the volume and type of 
reading. Total circulation showed an increase of 
83,900 when compared with the previous year. Home 
reading issues were 30,623 more than a year ago, the 
majority of this increase being in books of information. 
rhe number of borrowers is the highest figure recorded 
for many years. The number of child borrowers has 
also been increased by the decision of the Committee 
to allow children to borrow from the age of seven 
instead of eight. Film shows for children are provided 
at all the branch libraries. The increasing recognition 
in wider fields of the work of the Science and Tech- 
nology Library is shown by its selection by the Atomic 
Energy Research Establishment at Harwell as the reposi- 
tory forall published reports of the United States Atomic 
Energy Commission. The Department of Local History 
has been the recipient of two large deposits of family 
archives, those of the Earl of Wharncliffe and the late 
Marquess of Crewe. 

WattHAmstow.— Borough Librarian and Curator, 
S. E. Overal, A.L.A. Population, 121,069. 
Rate, 8.936d. Income from Rate, £38,727. 
Total Stock, 182,535. Additions, 16,535. 
Withdrawals, 11,692. Total Issues, 1,386,698. 
Borrowers, 33,865. Branches, 4. 

This Report commences with a glance back over 
the development of the Library service since the war. 
Among the more noteworthy features of post war 
progress mention is made of the new Wood Street 
Branch Library opened in 1950 ; the establishment of a 
Gamophone Record Library; the re-opening of the 
Youth Library ; and the opening of the William Morris 
Gallery and the Sir Frank Brangwyn Bequest at the 
Water House. In the year just ended ample evidence of 
the continued growth of the service is to be found in 
the record total of book circulation. This highest ever 
annual total exceeded the previous year’s record output 
by 37,210. The issue of gramophone records amounted 
to over 43,000, an advance of 6,609 on the previous 
year. A total of 22,773 persons visited the two Museums 
during the past year. 


Memorabilia 

Tue Council’s Library of the L.C.C. at the 
County Hall is primarily provided for the 
council members and Staff, but is also available 
on weekdays to the public for reference and 
research from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Fridays 
5.30 p.m. ; Saturdays 12.30 p.m.). It contains 
30,000 volumes and makes additions at over 
1,200 yearly. Its special collections include 
30,000 photographs, catalogued and classed, 


which are much used ; and 12,000 prints and 
drawings as well as 2,000 maps of London. 
Recent accessions were the records of the 
Wardens of St. Saviour, Southwark, the 16th 
century deeds of St. Mary-le-Savoy, “‘pur- 
chased to save them from being made into 
lampshades,” and early 19th century Land 
Tax Assessment Books of Lambeth and South- 
wark. The Council’s Librarian and Chief 
Historical Research Assistant is Miss _ I. 
Darlington. 

The English Coronation Rite, by Professor B. 
Wilkinson, is a 32-page pamphlet, dealing 
with the history of coronations in England 
from Anglo-Saxon times, which George Philip 
and Sons publish this month for the Historical 
Association—2s. 6d. 

* * * 

At Urchfont Manor this month (April), a 
series of lectures and discussions, on the prin- 
ciples of book selection, has been conducted 
by Mr. W. A. Munford for library students in 
the area of the S.W. Branch of the L.A. The 
Hon. Secretary of the L.A. covered the subject 
against a background of community study. 

* * 


University College, London, School of 
Librarianship held last month a week of meet- 
ings with the novel title, “An Inquiry into 
cataloguing principles and practice,” which with 
the generosity for which University College 
is famous—does any institution of its rank 
offer so many free events ?>—was open to all 
comers. Such inquiries may be useful else- 
where and a note on this one is worth while. 
Miss Mary Piggott opened with a survey of the 
situation, Mr. H. A. Sharp described current 
research, Mr. F. C. Francis reconsidered the 
British Museum Cataloguing rules, Mr. A. J. 
Wells described the new developments asso- 
ciated with the B.N.B., Mr. R. F. Vollans dealt 
with Regional union catalogues, Mr. D. T. 
Richnell with Subjeét union catalogues, and an 
afternoon was led by Dr. D. J. Urquhart, 
principal scientific officer of the D.S.I.R., on 
Mechanical sorting; while cataloguing in 
Municipal libraries (Mr. S. J. Butcher), in 
County libraries (Miss Lorna Paulin), in Uni- 
versity libraries (Mr. R. S. Mortimer), and in 
Special libraries (Mr. L. J. Jolley), an evening 
of Questions and answers, led by Miss Barbara 
Kyle, and a final summing up on the last after- 
noon, completed a week which was of the 
utmost value. We commend a Study of this 
programme to the Branches of the Library 
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Association or to other library schools as one 
of the best specialised weeks we have had. 


. * * 


The “Thomas Clearwater” series in the 
Assiftant Librarian (March)—a palpable imita- 
tion of Letters on Our Affairs—seems to have 
turned the old attacks made in that journal 
in pre-war years by Stanley Snaith, T. E. 
Cullander and Frank Gardner on the established 
librarians and methods of that time, in their 
turn upon these gentlemen themselves. They 
single out the work of each in turn, or what 
they imagine to be their inertia, and see what 
they can say in criticism of them. But, then, 
all these are now librarians responsible for 
large systems and know that what seemed easy 
to them and Still seems so to the Clearwaters 
of today is perhaps not so easy when it has to 
be done in the face of authority inertia. We 
have no brief to defend the gentlemen under 
fire; they are quite capable of doing it for 
themselves. But such silliness as describes 
the handsome Gothic reference library at 
Croydon as morgue-like is not as funny as its 
writer thought it. When his own library does 
comparable work and is as much used, perhaps 
he will describe it and how he has done it. 

* * 


A correspondent in the Assiffant Librarian 
says that a new edition of Brown’s Manual should 
be re-written in various ways that have proved 
to be singularly without success so far. It 
may save some discussion if we say plainly 
that Brown’s Manual as a title is the property 
of a firm of publishers who will make the 
necessary arrangements. The usual criticisms 
of Brown as out-moded are met by the faé& 
that there is nothing in it which should not be 
known to any librarian, and every method 
described in it is in use somewhere, except a few 
that are clearly indicated as historic things 
which has much influenced later work. The 
indicator is an example. 

* * 


Of course “local events” diaries have no 
novelty, but some that we see occasionally 
impress us with one or more features that 
deserve a note. Hull’s Diary is typewriter- 
Stencilled and has an effeétive cover, which is a 
flutter of leaves suggessting the fugitive 
months. Inside it shows how rich a life of 
educational, social, artistic and other cultural 
matters the city provides, and it definitely 
associates all with the libraries. 

* * * 


Librarians must have been intrigued that 
President Tito, in his recent stay with us, paid 
visits to the British Museum and the Cam- 
bridge University libraries. We are informed 
that he is greatly interested in English books as 
a means of culture for his own people. Where 
English books have free circulation the mind 


of the people can be free. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News oF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 
An Inquiry into Cataloguing Principles and 
Practice was held at University College, 
London, from March 23rd-27th, under the 
auspices of the School of Librarianship and 
Archives. Twelve lectures were delivered, 
including “Cataloguing in University 
Libraries,” by R. S. Mortimer, M.A., F.L.A., 
Sub-Librarian, Brotherton Library, University 
of Leeds, and “A Reconsideration of the 
British Museum Rules for Compiling the 
Catalogue of Printed Books,” by F. C. Francis, 
M.A., F.S.A., Keeper, and A. H. Chaplin, 
B.A., Assistant Keeper, British Museum. All 
interested librarians were invited to co-operate 
and no charge was made for admission. 


The current issue of Books Abroad contains 
a long survey of “Movements and Influences 
in English Literature, 1927-1952,” by Stephen 
Spender, which many librarians will find both 
interesting and useful. It is illustrated from 
photographs provided bv the British Informa- 
tion Services. 

The Library Association might consider 
producing a brief guide to would-be entrants 
to the Library profession somewhat on the 
lines of the now well-established publication 
of the University of Cape Town School of 
Librarianship, “Librarianship as a Career.” the 
1953 issue of which is now available. 


In the Brotherton Library at Leeds Univer- 
sity a mezzanine floor of holoplast supported 
on a Stack of extruded aluminium alloy is 
being construéted over the whole area of the 
basement, with readers’ carrels on both floors 
at the circumference. This will provide 
additional book accommodation for about 
180,000 volumes. The first instalment has been 
completed and the second is to be carried out 
during the Long Vacation. An electrostatic 
filter, which it is hoped will ensure better 
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circulation of the air and prevent the stuffiness 
that has so often hampered work in the 
Library, has also been installed. Approval has 
been given to a plan for the use of a site at the 
rear of the present building for an extension 
which will provide accommodation for a 
further half-million volumes, together with 
additional reading room, rooms for special 
collections, and administrative space. 


The basement of a house in Endsleigh Street 
acquired last year by the London School of 
Economics has been made available as an 
additional bookstore for the British Library of 
Political and Economic Science. Approxim- 
ately 35,000 volumes have been transferred to 
it from the reserve Stacks in the main Library. 
Although no part of the Library’s plans for 
extension could be put into operation during 
the year, it was learnt, records the Annual 
Report for 1951-52, that there was a good 
prospect of acquiring part of the adjacent 
Smith Memorial Hall for Library use during 
the session 1952-53. 


A Spanish manual of librarianship has been 
issued and gives very full details of the prob- 
lems and work in Spanish libraries. \anua/ 
de Biblioteconomia, by Javier Lasso de la Vega, 
was published by Ed. Mayfé, Madrid, last year 
at 160 pesetas. 


Mr. W. S. Mitchell, Librarian of King’s 
College, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, has carried 
out an investigation of the bindings signed by 
British binders in King’s College Library. The 
Research Committee of King’s College made a 
grant towards the expenses of the investiga- 
tion and the resultant list has been duplicated 
and, in some sense, published. The list is 
arranged alphabetically under the names of the 
bookbinders and has a geographical index. 
It would add to this already very interesting 
and useful list if a chronological index were 
also provided in any future issue. 


The Librarian of Yale University, Mr. James 
T. Babb, has seized the opportunity afforded 
by the 250th anniversary to take stock, in his 
latest Annual Report, of what university re- 
search libraries in America have accomplished 
during those years and of what the present 
trends consist, and to consider what should be 
their future aims and ambitions. His important 
and informative, though necessarily brief, 
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survey will be of interest to many librarians 
in all parts of the world. 


The new Library of Trinity College, Hart- 
ford, Connecticut, was opened last September. 
It has a total capacity of 500,000 volumes and 
accommodation for 350 readers. The present 
Stock of the Library is about 350,000 volumes. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Refer- 
ence and Special Libraries Section of the 
Library Association was held at Chaucer House 
on March 30th. After the meeting, the Chair- 
man, Mr. Raymond Smith, City Librarian of 
the Guildhall, gave the first Annual Seétion 
Leéture. The Seétion will hold its First Annual 
Conference at High Leigh, Hoddesdon, Herts., 
from April 17th-20th. 


A Scottish Group of the University and 
Research Seétion of the Library Association 
has been formed. Those interested should 
communicate with Mr. D. W. Doughty, Sub- 
Librarian of University College Library at 
Dundee, who is Secretary of the Steering 
Committee, which is organizing meetings of 
the Group. 


A meeting of the Standing Conference of 
National and University Libraries was held at 
Jesus College, Cambridge, from April 9th-10th. 


The United States Book Exchange, Inc. has 
issued a leaflet giving in revised form all the 
essential information for those libraries which 
already co-operate or may wish to co-operate 
in this international book exchange scheme. 
The leaflet may be obtained from the offices 
of USBE, c/o The Library of Congress, 
Washington, D.C. U.S.A. 


The most original, indeed the most astonish- 
ing library building we have ever seen has been 
erected at the poolside in the campus of the 
new University of Mexico. The architeét, 
Mr. Juan O’Gorman, has produced a very 
Striking combination of new and old. Aztec 
symbols in rich mosaic murals completely 
cover the facade of a building which has the 
clean, rectangular shape of modern American 
architecture. The effect is rather like an 
enormous jewelled casket set at the side of, 
and reflected in, a pool of still water. 


The Library of the University of Mississippi, 
hitherto classified on the Dewey decimal 
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180 THE 
system, is to be re-classified by the Library of 
Congress scheme. 


The Prime Minister of Canada has appointed 
Dr. William Kaye Lamb to be the first National 
Librarian of Canada. Dr. Lamb has been 
Dominion Archivist during the past four years. 
His new library is to be ereéted near the 
Supreme Court of Canada in Wellington Street, 
Ottawa. The Prime Minister has also appointed 


Mr. Raymond Tanghe, Librarian of the 
University of Montreal, to be Assistant 
National Librarian. 
Book Selection Guide 

A Descriptive List of Books 

of Interest to Librarians 

PROFESSIONAL 

Osporne (Edgar) Ed. Books for Young 


People. Group II. Eleven to Thirteen plus. 
The Library Association. 10s. Od. net. 
(Members 7s. 6d. net). 

Librarians will already be well acquainted with the 
first work in this series, Group 1—under Eleven. This 
volume, Group II, compiled by a panel of Children’s 
Librarians, offers an annotated guide to books for 
children published or reprinted in recent years, designed 
to meet the reading needs of children from 10—13 plus. 

GENERAL 
ArMstrRONG (Theodore) No Primrose Path. 
An Autobiography. Illus. Leicester. Backus. 
15s. Od. net. 

The unusual life-story of a man who in youth tried 
several ag none of which suited his tastes 
or abilities, but in the end led surprisingly to great 
success. His description of his later development, when 
his career carried him “‘on a magic carpet across thirty 
frontiers” is absorbing and will inspire many a reader 
to sharpen up his ambition in life. 

Bappetey (H.) How to make holiday films. 
Illus. Focal Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

A praétical text book for the home film maker. 
Written in plain English, all technical terms are fully 
explained, and even the beginner will find everything 
necessary for successful holiday filming. 

Byrne (Patrick) The Wildes of Merrion Square. 
The Family of Oscar Wilde. Staples Press. 
10s. 6d. net. 


Here we meet the strange but brilliant family of 
Oscar Wilde. We see this unconventional family in 
Dublin and Chelsea, amongst the many intellectual 
personalities of the day who gathered in Lady Wilde’s 
salon. The book covers the period from the Irish 
revolutionary outbreaks in 1848 to the end of the 
century in London. The events leading to Oscar 
Wilde’s marriage to Constance Lloyd throw a fresh 
light on their happy relationship. 


LIBRARY WORLD 


Antiquarian & Modern Book Lists 
posted regularly on request. 


L. LAMBERTH, 256 Durnsford Road, 
Wimbledon Park, London, S.W. 19. 


CHAPMAN (Hester W.) Mary II Queen of Eng- 
land. Illus. Cape. 25s. net. 

Mary II has been considered by the average public 
more as a background figure to her husband William 
than as a Queen in her own right. This well-written 
biography gives for the first time the full Story of a 
woman who did not wish to marry, and dreaded her 
responsibilities as Queen. It will be welcomed by those 
who wish to gain a better perspective of the period. 
CHASTENET (Jacques) Godoy. Master of Spain, 

1792-1808. Translated by J. F. Huntington. 
Illus. Batchworth Press. 16s. Od. net. 

In 1792 Godoy began the career which led sub- 
sequently to fame and wealth. He became the un- 
disputed ruler of Spain and for sixteen years played a 
part in the politics which finally led to the Peninsular 
War, the battle of Trafalgar, and his subsequent down- 
fall. His relations with the Queen of Spain, and sub- 
sequently with the King, are described as “‘a triangle of 
unbroken affection.” The Goya portraits enhance the 
volume. 

HicGrns (Thomas Twistington) Great Ormond 
Street. Col. frontis. and illus. Odhams Press. 

The Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick 
Children celebrated its Centenary in 1952. In com- 
memoration, this well illustrated book was published, 
giving the first full account of the history of the Hospital 
and the story of 100 years dedicated to children’s medical 
welfare. The author, Dr. Higgins, O.B.E., F.R.C.S., 
is the Senior Surgeon at the Hospital. 

Horr (Brian A. W.) Powers and Duties a of 
Liquidator in a Voluntary Winding Up. 
Jordan. 12s. 6d. net. 

A quick reference book to the practices and pro- 
cedures involved in the voluntary dissolution of a 
company. A clear and concisely written account, 
dealing with the powers and duties of a liquidator. 
The book is equipped with a full index, with sum- 
maries of procedure and appendices showing forms 
used in a voluntary winding-up. 

NEEDLER (A. Percival) Songs in the afternoon. 
Brown. 3s. net. 

Here is a selection of recent poetry, continuing the 
promise shown by the author in his first volume of 
verse, “Songs by the way.” 

Pine (L. G.) Trace Your Ancestors. Evans. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The author is an authority on genealogy and 
heraldry, and gives information and guidance on all 
aspects of these subjects. There are separate chapters 
for Irish, Welsh and Scottish readers, and for Ameti- 
can and Dominion visitors. The amateur genealogist 
will find it an indispensable aid to his hobby. 
Popkess (Capt. Athelstan, O.B.E.) Sweat in 

My Eyes. Backus. 12s. 6d. net. 
An autobiography of Captain Popkess, O.B.E., 
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Chief Constable of Nottingham, who is well known for 

his broadcast Stories. Vividly told against a background 

of South Africa, it will appeal to all who appreciate 
really good life adventure. 

Reap (Alfred) The Company Director, His 
Functions, Powers and Duties. Jordan. 
30s. Od. net. 

rhis book gives an outline account of the powers, 
tunctions and duties of company directors. Prepared by 
experts, under the authority of the Council of the 
Institute of Direétors, it should be of value to all who 
need experience in Company Administration. With a 
full index, and a Foreword by the Rt. Hon. Oliver 
Lyttelton. 

Reckitt (Basil N.) Charles the First and Hull, 
1639-1645. Illus., folding plate. Brown 
15s. Od. net. 

Sidelights on Hull during the Civil War and the 
occupation of the town by Charles 1. Little known 
events which well deserve a volume giving a concise 
history of the period. The tive appendices are important 
and a good bibliography is included. 

SmrrHson (Robert J.) Worshipping and Serv- 
ing. Illus. Pickering & Inglis. 6s. 6d. net. 

The twenty-three chapters of these Devotional 
Studies are simply told and will be appreciated by all 
those readers who feel that they need consolation and 
uplifting during these difficult times. The illustrations 
are well-chosen. 

Stewart (Desmond) The Memoirs. of 
Alcibiades, recently discovered in Thrace 
and for the first time put into English. Illus., 


- 


honeymoon can certainly be said to be an unusual 

affair. When combined with a dog, a cat, goats, ducks 

and several other assorted pets, readers can expect a 

diverting and humorous account of the family’s ad- 

ventures. 

Wooptey (H. G.) Scotland—their Scotland. 
Illus. Tower Bridge Publications. 9s. 6d. 
net. 

A new Style autobiography of a Sassenach. A 
book which is quietly humorous, containing much 
excellent description that gives a true picture of rural 
Scotland. It will be read and re-read many times. 
How Dip rue SArevirres Happen ? A Study 

of the Soviet Seizure of Eastern Europe. 
By a Student of Affairs. Batchworth Press. 
10s. 6d. net. 

This work gives a comprehensive account of the 
Soviet seizure of power in Eastern Europe, combined 
with a chronological summary of events and a Who's 
Who for each country involved. It should prove of 
help to all who are interested in the political happenings 
of the period. The preface has been contributed by the 
Rt. Hon. Hector McNeill. 


FICTION 


Capon (Paul) Death on a Wet Sunday. Ward 
Lock. 9s. 6d. net. 

Martin, in search of his friend Perry, finds the body 
of a man in his friend’s flat. The corpse is soon dis- 
covered to be that of the co-respondent in Perry’s 
divorce case, some seven years earlier. This is a thriller 
certainly worth reading. 

InviNG (Peter) The Ladv and the U!nicorn 
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of the fact that she is happiiy married, she becomes un- 
settled by a friend who urges her to go back to her 
career. From Dorset to Shaftsbury Avenue is a big 
Step, but she takes it and ultimately finds the life is not 
so delightful as she thought it would be. 
JUNIOR 
Byers (Irene) The Young Brevingtons. Parrish. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The adventures and experiences of the Brevington 
children make exciting reading. This first-class Story 
will hold the interest of all young readers. 

Exxacorr (S. E.) Wheels on the Road. Iilus. 
Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 

The story of the development of roads and road 
transport from early times to the present day. Well 
illustrated by the author, with a short book list and full 
index, this work should prove invaluable as a junior 
reference book. 

Howard (Vernon) The Grand Canyon 
Mystery. Pickering & Inglis. 3s. 6d. net. 

This Story has for its background the Grand Canyon 
in Arizona. Beth and Bob Baxter come to the little 
town of Monterray, and their discovery of an ancient 
Stone, which indicates the existence of an old Navajo 
Indian cave, leads into an exciting adventure that all 
children will appreciate. 

Jacop (Naomi) Just About Us. Illus. 
Hutchinson. 7s. 6d. net. 

The work of this well known authoress needs no 
introduétion to adult readers, and this, her first Story 
for children, proves that she is equal to the task. A 
delightful Story of three ordinary children, living with 
their mother in a small village, whose adventures will 
be enjoyed by all children, whether young or grown-up. 
Ross (Diana) The Bridal Gown, and other 

Stories. Illus. Faber. 10s. 6d. net. 

A collection of well written Stories and legends in 
true fairy-tale manner, with all the traditional charaéters. 
Well illustrated, these tales make pleasant reading for all 
children who appreciate the world of magic. 
Tompkins (Eleanor) Enter Uncle Henrik. 

Pickering & Inglis. 4s. 6d. net. 

The Story of Greta and Jan, and their life on a 
Dutch canal boat. A simple descriptive tale, full of 
local colour, that children will enjoy. 


NEW EDITIONS 
Cooper (Gordon) Your Holiday in France. 
Illus. Redman. 9s. 6d. net. Your Holiday 
in Italy. Illus. Redman. 9s. 6d. net. 

These new and revised editions bring up-to-date 
much information and advice for travellers. Well 
illustrated guide books that will be a boon to many 
holiday makers. 

PERIODICALS RECEIVED 
THE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, March, 1953.— 
\.L.A. BULLETIN, February, 1953. — ASSOCIA- 
TION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS, Greater 
London Div. News.—A.C.R.L. MONOGRAPHS, 
No. 4, 1952, and Nos. 5-7, Jan., 1953.—BRITISH 
JOURNAL FOR THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE, 
Vol. 3, No. 12.—BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
54th Annual Report, 1951-1952.—BULLETIN OF 
THE JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY, MANCHESTER, 
Vol. 35, No. 1.—UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


LIBRARY, 6th Annual Report, 1951-1952.—INDIAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, Annals, Vol. 2, 1951- 
1952.—JEWISH QUARTERLY, Spring, 1953.— 
JOURNAL OF THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF 
IRELAND, March, 1953.—LIBRARIAN, Vol. XLII, 
No. 1, January, 1953.—ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS, 1951 and 1952.— 
BULLETIN OF THE NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION, December, 1952.—NEW ZEALAND 
LIBRARY SCHOOL, 1953 prospeétus.—ST. PAN- 
CRAS LIBRARIES JOURNAL, Vol. 6, Nos. 8 and 9.— 
THE STUDIO, Diamond Jubilee Number, April, 
1953.—WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, February, 
1953. 


Correspondence 
Tue Eprror, 
“THe Liprary 
215¢ March, 1953. 
Co-OPERATIVE INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
REFERENCE AND INFORMATION SERVICE 
(West London Distrié) 
Sir, 

Since it appears that the Editor missed one 
of the main points of the Co-operative In- 
dustrial and Commercial Reference and In- 
formation Scheme in his editorial notes last 
month—i.e., that ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE IS 
SMALL when the good will of all ExtsTING 
sources of information such as large firms, 
research associations, Government Depart- 
ments and others in any given region is ob- 
tained, and these sources made available 
through the public libraries acting as clearing 
houses to all within that region—that I feel 
some elucidation of the efforts of the ten West 
London Library Authorities should be given. 

I therefore give below a few notes on how 
the scheme originated, its present set up and 
its progress to date. 


How Tuis Service STARTED 

1. On my arrival in Aéton 2 years ago, I was 
surprised at the vast concentration of in- 
dustry in this area and the small contact be- 
tween it and the Public Library Service, and 
being obviously of major importance I felt it 
my duty to encourage the greater use by the 
firms within our area of the sources of in- 
formation we then had at our disposal. 

2. Realising too that Aéton’s resources 
were limited, and that its many large firms had 
in their libraries and information services 
much which could help our scheme, I sought 
not only to assist these firms but to win their 
active co-operation as well. Therefore, I 
approached the London and South Eastern 
Regional Board for Industry for help in con- 
tacting as many firms as possible, thus giving 
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my efforts official standing outside the Local 
Government Service. 

3. The West London Distriét Advisory 
Committee of the Board then called a special 
meeting at the Aéton Town Hall, of all Public 
Libraries in the area and together with some 
of its own members and under the Chairman- 
ship of its own very prominent and ative 
Chairman, obtained the support and co-opera- 
tion of all concerned. 

4. A small sub-committee was set up, a 
plan devised and submitted to a_ second 
general meeting at which representatives from 
the 28 largest firms in the area were present. 
The plan was accepted and co-operation 
willingly offered. 


THE SCHEME 

5. Three broad principles were agreed : 

(a) That there are already many channels 

through which information can be 
obtained, but it is felt that few at the 
present time are swift enough in their 
action and that the best answer to this 
problem is a system of regional in- 
formation services connecting all 
sources together. 
That although the firms who are large 
enough to support their own libraries 
and/or information services are fully 
aware of the value of information, by 
far the largest number of firms being 
small and unable to support such ser- 
vices, their inowledge of the value and 
use of up-to-date information is either 
limited or nil. 

(c) That the public libraries are the only 
existing network through which the 
greater dissemination of information 
can take place with little additional 
cost. 


(b) 


6. It was decided, therefore, to do five 
things : 

(i) To set up a Steering and Management 
Committee with two members each 
from industry and public libraries, a 
chairman from industry and an honor- 
ary secretary from amongst the public 
librarians. 

To set up an administrative centre. 
To contaét all sources of information 
outside the area which would supple- 
ment the sources already available 
within it. 

(iv) To run a publicity campaign es- 
pecially for the purpose of bringing 


(ii) 
(iii) 
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the scheme to the notice of the smaller 
firms. 

(v) To prepare union lists of all technical 
periodicals held in the area and certain 
reference books. 


SUMMARY OF PROGRESS TO DATE 

7. Because of its central position and the 
nature of its district within the West London 
Area, Aéton Central Library was chosen as the 
administrative centre. 

8. So far direét contact has been made for 
full co-operation with 93 firms, each placing 
the full range of its information services and 
libraries at the disposal of the scheme. In 
addition each public library service in the area 
has contacted many more firms and the number 
of technical, scientific and trade enquiries made 
at these libraries is increasing. 

9. A scheme of specialisation in the division 
of Commerce and Industry between the ten 
Library Authorities is being applied, the main 
benefit of which will, it is hoped, enable greater 
efficiency in the supply of information. 

10. A union list of technical periodicals 
now numbering some 1,400 titles together with 
locations, is progressing rapidly. When com- 
pleted it will be printed and a copy sent to 
every firm and library co-operating. Similar 
lists of annuals, yearbooks, directories and 
diétionaries are also being compiled. 

11. The aétive co-operation of most re- 
search associations, trade associations, Cham- 
bers of Commerce, and many similar bodies 
has been obtained. Offers of help and support 
have been made by most Government de- 
partments in particular the Board of Trade, 
D.S.I.R., Board of Customs Information Ser- 
vice and the Patents Office. Likewise, the U.S. 
Information Service, the Commercial Officer of 
the Government of Victoria (Australia) in this 
country, the Hispanic and  Luso-Brazilian 
Councils, the Empire Industries Association, 
the Swiss Bank Corporation, F.B.I., and many 
similar bodies have made available all the 
resources at their disposal. 


CONCLUSION 

12. The scheme is gaining momentum : it 
will grow in proportion to its employment, 
and being built up from the experience gained 
from its use, there should be no wasted 
expenditure. 


Yours, etc., 
Roy D. Rares, 


Secretary. 


Central Public Library, 
High Street, Acton, W.3. 
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